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the dear departed. They were convinced that the whites
were kindly phantoms,	•	•
'Our so'apparent superiority,' writes Captain Leeomte,
one of the first to make a study of the natives' religious
beliefs, 'sustains them in this idea, particularly with regard
to the commandants and officers, and especially missionaries,
who, every day, surprise them with new and unforeseen
deeds, and who have obtained great influence by the fear
they inspire—although they never did anything but good
for them. ..'
Despite the century of missionary activity the belief in
the Dhianoua is still strong. In many parts of the island
the natives are still scared to move out after dark, and when
they do, they usually go in groups, with their hands clasped.
They still have a strong belief in the supernatural, and in
this connection M. Ratzel, former Chief of Police in New
Caledonia, describes a curious form of spiritualistic seance
practised among some of the tribes.
During a visit to the interior of the colony, M. Ratzel,
accompanied by a native guide, stayed overnight at a home
where the inmates held the half-mocking, half-earnest views
on spiritualism shared by so many people to-day. The usual
ritual of hands under the table was carried out, and as the
table lifted up off the floor and swayed about seemingly
without human agency, M. Ratzel noticed that the native
squatting in the corner had his hands pressed over his eyes,
and was mumbling away, half-terrified. He spoke to him
in native dialect.
4 You've never seen anything like that before, eh ?5
'But yes, chief. That's big religion. That's not to
laugh at.5
' You've seen it before ?'
* In my tribe we do same thing, but in a different way.'
The next time he was in the region of that particular
tribe, M. Ratzel asked his guide to take him along and show
him how the natives conducted their seance. Instead of a
table, tjie natives used a long pole, carved with religious
symbols, about which the natives clasped their hands, one

